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GENERAL
START
Attention, start of command

Both arms are extended 
horizontally with the  
palms facing forward.

STOP
Interruption, end of 
movement

The right arm points upwards  
with the palm facing forwards.

OR

Both arms are extended at 
45° downwards and lower 
arms are crossed back and 
forth sharply across torso.

TAKING THE STRAIN or
INCHING THE LOAD

The fingers clenched and then 
unclenched. The right arm points 
upwards with the palm facing 
forwards.

END
of the operation
(operations cease)

Both hands are clasped 
at chest height.

RAISE

The right arm points upwards with  
the palm facing forward and  
slowly makes a circle.

LOWER

The right arm points downwards 
with the palm facing inwards and 
slowly makes a circle.

VERTICAL DISTANCE

The hands indicate the 
relevant distance.

DERRICKING THE JIB

Signal with one hand. 
Other hand on head.

TELESCOPING THE JIB

Signal with one hand. 
Other hand on head.

VERTICALHORIZONTAL
MOVE FORWARDS
(Travel to me)

Both arms are bent with the 
palms facing upwards and the 
forearms make slow movements 
towards the body.

MOVE BACKWARDS
(Travel from me)

Both arms are bent with the 
palms facing downwards and the 
forearms make slow movements 
away from the body.

HORIZONTAL DISTANCE

The hands indicate  
the relevant distance.

SLEWING

Both arms close to side 
extending one arm  
90° from elbow.

RIGHT

The right arm is 
extended more or 
less horizontally 
with the palm 
facing downwards 
and slowly makes 
small movements 
to the right.

LEFT

The left arm is 
extended more or 
less horizontally 
with the palm 
facing downwards 
and slowly makes 
small movements 
to the left.

OTHER

Whatever signals are adopted, make sure all persons 
involved, including the crane drivers, banksman and 
officer in charge, use the same signals.

The coded signals are examples of those implemented by the  
EU Directive 92/58/EEC. There are accepted national signals  
in common use (as indicated*) which also are acceptable.

SECURE
Secure the load/all fast hold

Both arms are crossed  
closely to the chest with 
hands clenched.

DANGER
EMERGENCY/STOP

Both arms point upward with  
the palms facing forwards.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

QUICK
Make movements faster

SLOWER
Make movements slower

TWISTLOCKS
Twistlock on/off

The left arm points upwards. 
Rotate wrist of left hand 
clockwise signalling twist  
on, and anticlockwise for 
signalling twist off.
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CRANE HAND SIGNALS 

HELICOPTER 
INDEMNITIES

Crane hand signal 
posters 

Local authorities often provide helicopter Search and Rescue 
services, but members are able to contract on commercial terms for 
the carriage of ship’s supplies, pilots and passengers.

Such contracts may contain onerous indemnities in favour of the 
helicopter operator and members should consult with the club 
managers for guidance where helicopter/ship operations are planned.

The contract either should not contain any indemnities or such 
indemnities should only be in respect of loss or damage arising out of 
the member’s breach of law.

If the contract does include indemnities by the member in favour of 
the operator, then care should be taken to ensure that they are no 
more favourable to the helicopter operator than the old KLM 
Rotterdam contract. Under those terms, the helicopter operator 
agreed to be responsible for damage to or loss of the aircraft. It also 
agreed to be responsible for all third-party damage caused as a 
result of its operation, other than liabilities caused by the member’s 
sole negligence or default. The helicopter operator can limit its liability 
to $30m and the member agrees to indemnify it to the extent that 
claims exceed that amount.

Members should comply with the ICS Guide to Helicopter/Ship 
Operations. Compliance with this practical guide does not guarantee 
club cover and members should seek the club’s approval to the 
terms of any contract with a helicopter operator.

The club’s recent edition of Standard Safety was a special 
edition focusing on personnel transfer using ship’s cranes. The 
transfer of personnel at sea or offshore has been practised for a long 
time. In the past, it was usually done only in an emergency, but the 
practice has been carried out normally offshore from oil platforms 
and construction units. This has decreased with the onset of 
helicopter transfers, but it is still regularly practised in some areas.

To accompany the July 2010 issue of Standard Safety, we have 
produced a poster on crane hand signals.

Copies of the poster can be viewed on the club’s website:  
www.standard-club.com

If you would like copies of the posters, please email me:  
chris.spencer@ctcplc.com
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