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Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, General Administration of Customs of 

the People’s Republic of China  

 

Notice on the remote prevention and control of the 

COVID-19 epidemic for the crew on ships on 

international voyage  

 

Ministry of Transport Announcement No. 14 of 2022 

 

To reinforce the efforts on the prevention and control of the COVID0-19 epidemic and stem the import of 

infection cases and ensure the health of the crew on ships on international-voyage in accordance with all 

relevant laws and legislations such as "National Border Health and Quarantine Law of the People's Republic of 

China", the "Emergency Response Law of the People's Republic of China", the "Maritime Traffic Safety Law of 

the People's Republic of China" and the Joint Prevention and Control Mechanism of the State Council in Response 

to the Coronavirus Epidemic, the relevant matters related to strengthening the remote prevention and control 

of the new crown pneumonia epidemic among the crew of international voyage ships are hereby announced as 

follows: 

1. This announcement applies to all ships on international voyage that intend to enter and plan to carry 

out crew changes at ports within the territory of the People's Republic of China.  

 

2. This announcement applies to all crew members of the ship who are on board the ship within 48 hours 

before leaving the last port abroad, and the crew who test positive should be treated at the nearest port in 

a timely manner. During the voyage after leaving the last port prior to entering China waters, they should 

refer to the latest directions issued by the National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China. If 

crew members are tested positive, emergency isolation and treatment measures should be implemented on board, 

so as to prevent the spread of infection and protect the health of the rest of other crew members.  

Nucleic acid testing should be prioritised for COVID-19 testing. Other rapid testing methods such as 

antigens testing can be used in the absence of nucleic acid testing. The selection of COVID-19 rapid testing 

should be via rapid detection solutions approved by the drug supervision and administration departments of 

the People's Republic of China or relevant countries and regions outside China.  

3. The vessels to which this announcement is applicable to, shall organize shipboard personnel to 

undergo COVID-19 testing on the 1st, 4th, 7th and 14th days (if applicable for the length of the voyage) of 



the outbound voyage to the first China port and submit the test results one day before the arrival date. The 

COVID-19 test results and relevant details for all crew members of the ship are to be submitted to the 

maritime administration agency and customs department of the locality where the first port of entry is, one 

day before the ship’s arrival. The "Guidelines for the Remote Testing and Information Submission for Ships 

on International Voyages" are attached as an Annex to this Notice.  

If, during the voyage enroute to China water, it is found that the health and testing information of the 

crew is abnormal, the ship captain shall promptly report the abnormal crew situation to the shipping company 

or crew service agency and take emergency response to implement isolation measures and seek treatment. The 

maritime affairs administration receiving the crew testing information and the vessel concerned shall promptly 

report the relevant information to the joint prevention and control mechanism (leading group, command 

headquarters) where the first port of entry is located for coordination on the next management steps.  

4. The COVID-19 testing mentioned in this notice is to implement the requirements for remote testing and 

detection to prevent and control infection of crew members on ships on international voyage ships. This 

notice shall not be used as a precondition for crew change, and shall not exempt the ships and their crew 

from nucleic acid testing at the time of entry implemented by the local Customs authorities.  

5. Embassies and consulates abroad may provide assistance to ships to obtain COVID-19 test kits outside 

of China and for the treatment of Chinese crew members who have tested positive for the new crown virus. The 

Customs Department shall facilitate the approval of the COVID-19 test kits from China for use on board 

ships.  

6. All relevant shipping companies and crew service agencies shall strictly implement directions in this 

notice and make arrangements in advance. This announcement applies to shipping companies, crew service 

agencies, ships or related personnel who violate the requirements of this announcement and violate the 

relevant laws and regulations of the People's Republic of China and shall be dealt with seriously in 

accordance with law.  

7. This Announcement shall come into force on 15 February 202 and applies to ships on international 

voyage departing from the last foreign port after 15 February 2022, it shall be implemented in accordance 

with the requirements of this Announcement.  

 

By Ministry of Transport, 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs,  

General Administration of Customs 

January 28, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Annex: Guidelines for the detection and information 

submission of the new crown virus on board the remote end of 

international voyage ships  
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ANNEX  

 

Onboard COVID-19 testing for ships on international voyage 
ships  
- On-board inspection and information submission 

guide 

 
There are two ways to test and submit COVID-19 test results and information on from 

ships on international voyages, as follows: 
 

Method 1: Submit through the  “船员健康在线(App)” 

“船员健康在线(App)” is a reporting platform for use on board ships. This App is available 
on mobile devices using Android Operating System. The guide for shipping companies to use 
this App is as follows: 

 
1. Arranging for testing to be carried out onboard 

 
Shipping companies such as ship owners, managers, operators, agents and entities can 

arrange for COVID-19 testing on crew members on their ships and have access to information 
on the results of crew tests. The test-kits required for covid-19 testing by the crew of the ship 
should be delivered to the ship in advance. 

 
The shipping company shall designate an operator to organise and the implement of the 

COVID-19 testing and submit information of the crew, under the direction of the ship captain. 
 
The ship captain is the overall in-charge to implement the COVID-19 test on the ship and is 

responsible for supervising all the shipboard personnel to carry out the test and upload the 
results for all crew. In the event that any shipboard crew is tested positive, the ship captain 
shall organize the isolation and arrange for the treatment and report to the relevant 
authorities. 

 
2. Account opening and App operating instructions  
 

(1) Registration of shipping companies  
After the shipping company submits the required information on the “船员健康在线

(App)” , the shipping company will receive the account name and password on the designated 
email address when the background check for account approval is completed. The shipping 
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company will need to log in to the account and enter the information of the ship that is arriving 
in China and the designated operator for carrying out the COVID-19 test. Relevant information 
and updates can be obtained through the Crew Health Online (App). 

 
(2) Information submission by Designated Operator  
The operator designated to arrange for the onboard testing and submit information 

through the App is require to download the “船员健康在线(App)” and register an account and 
log in to enter information of the ship and all the crew. 

 
Within 48 hours before the vessel leaves the last foreign port enroute to any China ports 

the designated operator shall submit the information of the vessel and each crew member, as 
well as the name and departure time of the last overseas port before the voyage enroute to 
China, the name and expected time of arrival at the port in China, and the COVID-19 test results 
of all the crew before departure. Internet availability is required for this step.  Once this first 
submission is completed, subsequent onboard testing are to be carried out, as and when 
required with test results uploaded on this App. 

 
3. on-board testing 
 

The “船员健康在线(App)” will prompt the shipping company and the designated operator 
to implement on-board testing  and will also notify and warn the App users if the COVID-19 
tests have not been carried out or if there are any abnormal situations. 

 
The designated operator shall take a photo of the test result of each crew member. The 

photo of the test result shall clearly display the test kit, the test result identification line and the 
personal information page of the crew service book. The test results  are to be submitted via 
the App. A summarised report of the crew test information during the voyage and other 
relevant information will also be forwarded to the maritime administration agency and customs 
and other departments. The “船员健康在线(App)” can be used in the absence of internet 

network during the voyage to store and save the test results of all the crew. The “船员健康在

线(App)” will automatically upload all test data the next time when internet network is 
available. 

 
If any test results are found be invalid, a retest need to be carried out according to the 

above steps until the test outcomes shows negative or positive. If the test result is positive, 
another test should be carried out, and the two test results should be submitted via the “船员

健康在线(App)”. 
 
The “船员健康在线(App)” automatically generates and updates status code for the ship, 

which is divided into four colors: "green, blue, yellow and red". Green means tested and 
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reported as required and not detected positive, blue means not tested or reported as required 
but not detected positive, yellow means tested and reported as required but detected positive, 
and red means not tested or reported as required and detected positive. 
 
Method 2: Submit through the ship agent 
 

This method may be used as an alternative to using the “船员健康在线(App)”. After the 
crew of the ship completes the new crown virus test during the voyage as required (the day 
before the port), the ship owner fills in the "Summary Form of The COVID-19 Test information 
of the crew during the voyage " (see the appended table format), which can be submitted to 
the maritime administration agency and customs departments through the ship agent. 

 
 
Both submission methods are at the discretion of the vessel. 

  



 

—  6  — 

Summary table of COVID-19 test information for crew members during international voyages 
Vessel Name 

(Chinese & English)  IMO identification 
number  

Shipowner  

Ship management 
company and 

contact person, 
contact information 

 

Shipping agency 
company and 

contact person, 
contact information 

 

serial 
numbe

r 

Crew 
name nationality Passport 

number 

Whe
ther 
to 

chan
ge 

shift
s 

Covid-19 testing 

Detect
ion 

time 

Test 
resul

ts 

Detec
tion 
time 

Test 
resul

ts 

Dete
ction 
time 

Test 
result

s 

Detec
tion 
time 

Test 
result

s 

Detec
tion 
time 

Test 
result

s 

1         
      

2         
      

3         
      

4         
      

5         
      

6         
      

7         
      

8         
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9         
      

10         
      

11         
      

12         
      

13         
      

14         
      

15         
      

Detection reagent name and 
manufacturer 

 

Positive crew  
disposition  

I promise that the above information is true.                      Captain (signed): Date: 
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