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Novel Coronavirus
1. Purpose
1.1. This Technical Alert is issued by the Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) to provide

information on the widely reported outbreak of novel coronavirus.

2. Introduction

2.1, The Bahamas Ministry of Health has advised of the occurrence of a newly discovered
novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) which has been associated with an outbreak of
pneumonia type illness in Wuhan City, capital of Hubei Province, China. There have
been cases discovered worldwide.

2.2. Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the

common cold to more severe diseases, such as, Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV). These viruses are
zoonotic, meaning that they are transmitted between animals and people. A novel

coronavirus (nCoV) is a new strain which has not been previously identified in humans.

2.3. Common signs of infection with this virus include:

respiratory symptoms,

. fever,

cough,
shortness of breath and
breathing difficulties.

24. In more severe cases, infection can cause:
. pneumonia,
. severe acute respiratory syndrome,
) kidney failure and
. even death.
2.5. Standard recommendations to prevent the spread of this infection include:
) regular proper hand washing,
. covering mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing,
o thoroughly cooking meat and eggs and
. avoiding close contact with anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness such

as coughing and sneezing.
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3.1.
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The international medical community, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the
regional Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) are concerned that this new virus
can result in a pandemic (a worldwide occurrence of the virus) as occurred with SARS
and H1N1 avian influenza. Should the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) become more
efficient at human-to-human transmission, the threat of a pandemic will increase
dramatically. The global nature of travel and trade could increase the likelihood of the
risk of rapid transmission around the world in a very short period of time.

This situation is evolving and, after the second meeting of the International Health
Regulations (2005) Emergency Committee on 30 January, the World Health
Organization has declared the new corona virus outbreak a Public Health Emergency
of International Concern.

There have been only five previously declared global public health emergencies: HIN1
(swine flu) in 2009, Polio in 2014, Zika in 2016 and Ebola in 2014 and 2016.

Based on currently available information, however, WHO does not recommend any
restriction of travel or trade.

Owners/operators should ensure that standard recommendations to prevent the
spread of infection are implemented on their ships.

Owners/operators should also ensure that they are aware of any local reporting
requirements in their ships' areas of operation, in case of any crew members or
passengers showing signs of infection.

Prior to entering Chinese ports or other ports identified as having been affected by the
outbreak of 2019-nCoV owners/operators should make appropriate risk assessments
and take appropriate measures.

Preparations in The Bahamas

Whilst there have been no reported cases of 2019-nCoV in The Bahamas to date,
following the Level 3 travel advisory issued by the United States Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) concerning the outbreak in China, along with travel
restrictions in France, the United Kingdom, Australia, Jamaica and other sovereign
nations, the Government of The Bahamas has implemented a travel ban, restricting all
travel from China to The Bahamas.

Effective immediately, any non-resident regardless of nationality who has visited
China in the last 20 days will be denied entry into the country. All residents

returning to The Bahamas will be strictly quarantined and monitored for development
of symptoms for the duration of the incubation period with a maximum of 14 days.
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Travel to China

The WHO's current recommendation is against non-essential travel for persons to
China at this time.

The Ministry of Health, therefore, recommends that persons who MUST travel in that
region, take precautions to protect themselves by avoiding direct contact with sick
people and products that come from animals.

Be diligent, pay attention and equip yourself with travel advisory information related
to the 2019 Novel Coronavirus before you travel.

If during, or after your travel, symptoms of respiratory illness are experienced, you are
encouraged to immediately contact a medical provider who will guide you as to your
next steps. Be ready to give your full travel history to health care providers. As
mentioned, all persons returning to The Bahamas from China will be quarantined.
Actions to be taken in case of suspected cases

Where coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is suspected, medical advice should be sought.

Owners/operators are invited to report any suspected cases of 2019-mCoV to the BMA
by email to casualty@bahamasmaritime.com.

In cases where crew members may have to exceed the 12 months or contractual
period onboard as stated in their original Seafarers’ Employment Agreement (SEA)
because of travel restrictions imposed due to the outbreak of the corona virus, The
Bahamas will consider such extensions to be force majeure and therefore not a breach
of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, (MLC) as amended.

In such cases, an entry shall be made in the ship’s official logbook describing the
situation and listing the crew members who have had to extend their stay.

A new SEA shall be arranged for the crewmembers in question, and it shall be stated
that the seafarers are entitled to repatriation at no cost to the seafarer at one week's
notice.
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6. Further information
6.1. Bahamas Ministry of Health:

i Press Release 22 January
ii. Press Release 31 January

6.2. United States Coast Guard Marine Safety Information Bulletin 02-20

6.3. World Health Organization:
i Outbreak News
ii. Information and Guidance on 2019-nCoV

6.4. Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) Coronavirus FAQs

6.5. International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) Press Release 28 January

6.6. International Marine Contractors’ Association (IMCA) Safety Flash 04/20
6.7. United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Notice
7. Validity

7.1. This Technical Alert is valid until further notice.
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https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portal/public/news%20and%20press%20release/novel%20coronavirus%20(2019-ncov)/!ut/p/b1/vZbZjqM4GIWfpR4gFZvNcMm-G8JWgRuUhSwkQMJOnn5IT4-me3qmSiN1Fb5CPr8--xz_lpfJcr1Myk1_Pm7ac1Vurs__hElJ1bFXIsXaLENxQIcB1iXZJVUSzoJ4FoD_-HjwZz1QbZ6f61UaMEAPXYt3kUY4JrF8W661mBSkyj7Kspee4tbIJr6BtUch9VDdousp9G57SZHQgnnLjC7FholVHFVdBssQ2PxbumtVq_Gvx4h_2Mlbuj7dYwoqozN1xXbc6kE3GbvTxogaw4b7AzaL0b4cZJ1JXOW2Wu99tB0788a0Gbbz0owX_mpbCtXKYA7tACotuel7Wc4Dso7kEyLSxZZ6PO497g027YR6Sw0vL999eGejP_nAKgw_T5MKSZs8qa7gB_UU-J_1vwo-yPFtmbwb1XMF3wTvRf1R2FirimwZzzL0gyyIwLwWwHs-XAEWoWWwXAMq9fPppj8uDy8HE_ClzdjK5wnKgPDDOsKBovt7H_pSYsMLgD5oHn7tDIHcGi0O3H3khQLPt9rVr_8JdIjguXkRMmZIA18lPxuo0g47G4ECl6eJ2Snmq4H0ZwH_Ok9OIDwtJTWNZyzSkeFXA39_hsYyOW-L12FXvIJXmoI0zUGCYwhEIIiWUR4zSGwMXpaj1NgRYXLPCJEyIwtaCpYMw6vNwSITDacMd56uSmPdtZAbUbTJugbkMX-0ilJtOEKrgVKK43he87ILZMdQVz2vS3lLGQ7UOGFMPC2Txt5K2-i4qHyw1U7eLb-f3DJSwPkGPQVfJqMnJ5T168OFHSUxdzVwwqwi6VeNcr2YEXR8vywu9rBFGZ3tg4X6cN2ZoxbCQjXebxBWAL-aO9qBXI2BlLizkWMj5_7TXLwXoS3pDyhD2996tg2YB7aeprvfzRXDyiIfH3SkxXwtkBXgVwPRpwNNgpyBFmlhVoT_esl9KpD9_Yfmp45kOZLgaARYioU0BPBbR47B0R4lPTkYcXNVcRW3tTmyg6Api8C6RdNl1KkdB62svAqwFu8FmdJNeqhZWuLWTVqpIj4hkslopNvhIPcGyYv1dDSpi6FxkD_GJ5GYFhmGnXE-8Hq36wtqZ-swzPuNFrFCT-ySTX3OnD4oz2P0huugwE6kb8tgXDTH7jzUq6sbHEhOr_rTCDQiQVw6jKhU2n1FMYxZ3EOPRmUp69fb3mKbxGw7dlWye8zlrHzIuqClUrBmmhbQx_nZcSvC3jQtxtMGyP49yKL_YfAvL38Aij_D-w!!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.bahamas.com/pressroom/press-statement-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/MSIB/2020/MSIB-02-20_Novel_Coronavirus_2Feb2020.pdf?ver=2020-02-02-182614-690
https://www.who.int/csr/don/12-january-2020-novel-coronavirus-china/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://res.cloudinary.com/dix5tzpvs/image/upload/v1580498470/CLIA/pressroom/Coronavirus_FAQs_Updated-final.pdf
https://www.ics-shipping.org/news/press-releases/2020/01/28/global-shipping-body-(ics)-issues-guidance-to-shipowners-in-the-face-of-the-corona-virus
https://www.imca-int.com/alert/1645/coronavirus-outbreak/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/novel-coronavirus-china

