
INTERTANKO Environmental Bulletin 07-2018: Upgraded Emissions Control Plan for Sulphur Oxide Emissions in People’s Republic of China Waters 
Applicable to ships navigating, berthing or operating in the emissions control areas, excluding military vessels, sport vessels and fishing boats. 
 
The People’s Republic of China (PRC)’s Ministry of Transport has issued a notice dated 30 November 2018 (attached), providing a new emissions control 
schedule from 1 January 2019 and an expanded geographical scope of its emissions control area. 
 
The table and notes below provide a snapshot of the salient points of the Chinese Notice pertaining to sulphur oxide emissions control and clarification 
notes from INTERTANKO. 
(Notes provided by INTERTANKO dated 13 December 2018) 
 
Emissions Control Schedule 

 
* The revised national marine fuel oils standards have not been released by the People's Republic of China yet (old standards GB17411-201). 
** The current GB252 national general diesel oils standards require diesel oil with sulphur content of no more than 10ppm but this standard has just been 
repealed and the new standards have not yet been released. 
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*** The use of fuel oil with sulphur content of no more than 0.10% m/m by seagoing vessels from 1 Jan 2025, will be evaluated at an appropriate time on 
its implementation feasibility. 
 
Other notes: 

1. With effect from 1 Mar 2020, vessels not fitted with SOx and particulate matters removal equipment or alternative measures can only carry or use 
compliant fuels in accordance with this implementation plan, when entering the emissions control areas (ECAs). This is consistent with the revised 
Regulation 14.4 of MARPOL Annex VI concerning the new HFO carriage ban requirements. 
 

2. Vessels are allowed to use approved alternative measures (see point 3 below), including scrubbers, when in the ECAs. However in this new notice, it 
is stated that the wash-water from scrubbers must be handled in accordance with relevant regulations. This was not in the 2015 implementation 
plan and suggests that there may be restrictions placed in some Chinese ports (to be clarified with China MSA) regarding wash-water from 
scrubbers. 
 

3. Alternative measures include clean fuels, alternative fuels, use of shore power, or exhaust gas cleaning systems (scrubbers). 
 

4. From 1 July 2019, ships fitted with equipment capable of receiving shore power (other than tankers), shall use shore power if they berth for more 
than three hours at berths that have shore power capabilities in the coastal ECAs (or more than two hours at berths with such capabilities in inland 
waters ECAs). In these instances when the ships are using shore power, alternative measures including alternative fuels and clean fuels, shall not be 
used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERTANKO Environmental Bulletin 07-2018: Upgraded Emissions Control Plan for Sulphur Oxide Emissions in People’s Republic of China Waters 

Page 3 of 6 
 

Geographical scope 
 
Coastal waters emissions control area boundary control points coordinates (Table 1 of the Chinese notice) 
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Schematic diagram of the coastal waters emissions control area (Diagram 1 of Chinese Notice)
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Hainan waters control area boundary control points coordinates (Table 2 of the Chinese notice) 
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Inland waters emissions control area commencement and end points coordinates (Table 3 of the Chinese notice) 

 
 
An update notice will be provided as soon as more information becomes available. 
 


